
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
1800 G STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20550 

May 28, 1992 

Dr. Josh Lederburg 
Rockefeller University 
1230 York Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10021 

Dear Dr. Lederburg: 

Ray Bye asked me to send you some material regarding Senator 
William Proxmire and his involvement with NSF "funny titles" 
while he served in the U.S. Senate. 
Proxmire is retired from the Senate. 

As you know, Senator 
He donated his papers to 

the State Historical Society of Wisconsin in Madison, Wisconsin. 
There may well be information in those files that would be of 
interest to you. I am enclosing information about the Proxmire 
papers that I received from the Senate Historical office. 

I am also enclosing some other materials that may be of interest: 

0 Excerpts from Senate hearings conducted by Senator 
Proxmire in 1975 when he questioned NSF about specific 
grants. 

0 A clipping from Science News on those hearings. 

0 A copy of a article by me that will be published in the 
September issue of Knowledge. I't makes reference to 
Senator Proxmire and his "Golden Fleece" awards. 

I hope this information is helpful. If I can be of any further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to call me. 
on (202) 357-9838. 

I can be reached 

Historian 
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Abstract: 
This article presents a historical view of the development of the system used al the National Science 
Foundation for judging proposals sent to the agency for financial support for fundamental research. It looks 
at the issue in two ways. The study describes first how the policy and process evolved within the 
foundation. Then, set in the context of the mid-1970s public disillusionment with all government 
operations spurred by Watergate and the Vietnam War, the article shows how the system has fared to date 
under the pressure of outside forces and events. 
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